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         (A Statement of Christian belief produced by the Presbyterian Church in Canada.) 
 

  

Chapter Five  - The Bible  
 
5.1  The Bible has been given to us by the inspiration of God to be the rule 
 of faith and life. It is the standard of all doctrine by which we must test 
 any word that comes to us from church, world, or inner experience. 
 We subject to its judgment all we believe and do. Through the 
 Scriptures the church is bound only to Jesus Christ its King and Head. 
 He is the living Word of God to whom the written word bears witness. 
 
5.2  The Holy Spirit gives us inner testimony to the unique authority of the 
 Bible and is the source of its power. The Bible, written by human 
 hands, is nonetheless the word of God as no other word ever written. 
 To it no other writings are to be added. The Scriptures are necessary, 
 sufficient, and reliable, revealing Jesus Christ, the living Word. 
 
5.3  Both Old and New Testaments were written within communities of 
 faith and accepted as Scripture by them. Those who seek to 
 understand the Bible need to stand within the church and listen to its 
 teaching. 
 
5.4  The Bible is to be understood in the light of the revelation of God's 
 work in Christ. The writing of the Bible was conditioned by the 
 language, thought, and setting of its time. The Bible must be read in 
 its historical context. We interpret Scripture as we compare passages, 
 seeing the two Testaments in light of each other, and listening to 
 commentators past and present. Relying on the Holy Spirit, we seek 
 the application of God's word for our time 
 
Scripture references are provided for those who would like to read the scripture 
passages on which this declaration is based. 
 
Chapter Five:  THE BIBLE 
  PSALM 119:97-112,162-176,   ROMANS 15:4,  2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17,   2 PETER 1:20-1. 
5.1   Mt.22:43-4, Heb.3:7-11, Mt.4:4,7,10, Jer.23:26-32, Deut.13:1-4. 1 Jn.4:1-6, 
  Gal.4:21-31, Acts 17:10-11, Jn.5:39, Rom.16:25-7, Jn.1:1, 1 Jn.2:21. 
5.2 Acts 5:30-2, 1 Pet.1:10-12. Heb.4:12, Jer.36:4, Ps.19:7-11, Rev.22:18-19, 
 2 Tim.3:16, 2 Cor.4:5. 
5.3  Deut.31:9, Lk.1:1-4, Rom.16:21-3, Col.4:7-18. 2 Pet.3:15-16, Ps.119:18, 
 1 Cor. 11:16, 2 Pet.1:20-1, 1 Cor. 14:29, 37. 
5.4  Jn.20:31, 2 Tim.2:8-10, 14, Ruth 4:7-12, Ps.104:26, Gen. 17:9-14, Lk.3:1-2, 2 Tim.2:15, 
 Acts 7:1-50, Heb.11:1-40, Ps.106:1-48. 1 Cor.10:1-13, Eph.1:15-19, Jas. 1:22. 

 


