
Living Faith: Chapter 6  -  "Faith"                          Page 1 of 2 
           (A Statement of Christian belief produced by the Presbyterian Church in Canada.) 
 

Living Faith  -   Chapter Six  -  Faith  
 
6.1  Faith 
 
6.1.1  Faith is a gift of God constantly renewed in Word and Sacrament 
 and in the shared life of God's people. It is trust in God, involves 
 personal repentance of sin, acceptance of Jesus Christ as Saviour, 
 and commitment to him as Lord. It includes assent to the truth of the 
 Gospel. By faith we receive the very life of God into our lives and 
 joyfully discover that God knows, loves, and pardons us. 
 
6.1.2  God brings us to faith in many ways. We may have trusted in God 
 from childhood; or our faith may have come later in life. Faith may 
 come suddenly or only after a struggle to believe. Whatever the 
 spiritual journey we have traveled, God honours our faith, great or 
 small. 
 
6.1.3  Faith is a response to God's presence in the midst of life. It says "yes" 
 to the God who is here. 
 
6.2   Doubt 
 
6.2.1  We are not always certain that God is with us. At times God calls us 
 to live in this world without experiencing the divine presence, often 
 discerning God's nearness only as we look back. At other times God 
 seems absent in order that our faith may be tested. Through such 
 struggle we mature in faith. God may also chasten and strengthen us 
 through the hard circumstances of life. 
 
6.2.2  Questioning may be a sign of growth. It may also be disobedience: 
 we must be honest with ourselves. Since we are to love God with our 
 minds, as well as our hearts, the working through of doubt is part of 
 our growth in faith. The church includes many who struggle with 
 doubt. Jesus accepted the man who prayed: "Lord, I believe. Help my 
 unbelief." 
 
6.2.3  Though the strength of our faith may vary and in many ways be 
 assailed and weakened, yet we may find assurance in Christ through 
 confidence in his word, the sacraments of his church, and the work of 
 his Spirit. 
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Scripture references are provided for those who would like to read the scripture 
passages on which this declaration is based. 
 
 
Chapter Six:  FAITH 
 GENESIS 15:1-6.  MATTHEW 8:5-13,    JOHN 14:1-14,    HEBREWS 3:12-4:11. 
6.1  Faith 
 Matthew 15:21-8, Romans 4:1-25, Hebrews 11:1-12:2. 
6.1.1  Eph.2:8, Acts 2:37-42, Mk.11:22, Lk.13:1-5, Jn.4:39-42, Co1.2:6-7, 1 Th.2:13, 
 Jn.3:14-15, Acts 16:27-34. 
6.1.2  Mt.18:1-6, Lk.19:1-10, Acts 9:3-6, Jn.20:24-8, Acts 2:21. 
6.1.3  Jn.11:25-7, Gen.28:16-21. 
6.2  Doubt 
 Job 3:1-26, Psalm 77:1-10, Matthew 14:22-33, 2 Corinthians 4:8-9. 
6.2.1  2 Cor.7:5, Lam.1:1-3:18, Ps.119:67, 71, 75, 2 Chr.32:31, 1 Pet.1:6-7, Heb.12:4-11. 
6.2.2  Mk.9:9-10, Ps.78:19, 2 Cor.13:5, Mt.22:37, Ps.111:1, Lk.7:18-23, Gal.1:1-6, Mk.9:24. 
6.2.3  Gal.5:7, Num.21:4-5, Heb.6:11-12, Mk.13:31, Co1.2:10-14, 1 Jn.5:4-7. 

 


