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The readings are simply listed in the order in which they appear in the New Testament. You are 

free to read them in any order that you choose. The checklist is to help you record your 

progress. 

 

Paul’s letter to the Romans 

Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in Rome – a city which Paul had not yet visited. However, 

he isn’t a complete stranger to them. He does plan to visit Rome (Ro. 15:22-24) and he has 

many friends who now live in Rome (see chapter 16). It was probably written in about 57 AD. 

Paul’s letter is an introduction to the message he wants to share with them. His readers include 

both Jews and non-Jews and he wants them all to know that God loves them. His desire is also 

to help the Jewish believers in Rome understand how the scriptures of the Old Testament point 

to Jesus Christ.  

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 Romans 3:9-20 Every human being is ruled by sin and is guilty before God. 

 Romans 3:21-31 The distinction between law and grace. 

 Romans 5:1-11 Paul explains what makes a person acceptable to God. 

 Romans 8:1-17 What it means to have the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

 Romans 12:1-18 Understanding our role in Christian community. 
 Romans 15:1-13 Accepting one another in Christ. 

 

  

1 and 2 Corinthians 

Paul wrote two letters to the church in Corinth. (In fact, Paul refers to another letter to Corinth 

which is not preserved in the New Testament.) These letters were both written in about 55 AD. 

There were disputes and divisions amongst the Christian believers in Corinth. Paul wants to 

guide the church in Corinth as people are learning to live and work together in harmony. 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 1 Cor. 12: Understanding spiritual gifts. 

 1 Cor. 13: Paul’s famous chapter on love. 
 1 Cor. 15:1-26 The centrality of the resurrection to our faith. 

 2 Cor. 5:11-21 Right attitudes in bringing people to God. 

 2 Cor. 8:1-15 The importance of generosity in living out the faith. 

 2 Cor. 10: Paul defends and explains his work in sharing the faith. 

 

 

Galatians  

This letter was written to the people who lived in the region of Galatia. Paul had shared the 

gospel there but some others had come afterwards and contradicted what Paul had taught. 

Some claimed that Paul was not a genuine Apostle and some claimed that he had not taught the 

truth. Paul is determined to set the record straight on both these matters. 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 
 Gal. 1:11-2:10 Paul tells the story of how he became an Apostle. 

 Gal. 3:21-4:7 Paul explains what it means to be God’s children. 

 Gal. 5:16-26 The changes that the presence of God’s spirit brings to our lives. 

  

 

 



Alberton Church:    Summer Challenge  2015           Readings                  Page 2 of 3 

 

 

 

Ephesians 

Ephesus, a port city located in what is now Turkey, was the fourth largest city in the Roman 

Empire. Paul had spent over two years there on his third missionary journey (Acts 19:). Ephesus 

was also the site of the famous temple to the Goddess Artemas (also known as Diana) a symbol 

of fertility. This temple was known as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 Ephes. 1:1-14  A celebration of our spiritual blessings in Christ. 

 Ephes. 2:11-22 Paul emphasizes that the unity of Jews and Gentiles is in Christ. 

 Ephes. 4:17 – 5:5 Paul challenges believers to live in ways that honour Christ. 

  

 

Philippians 

Philippi is a city in northern Greece in a region called Macedonia. There were tensions there 

about the need to keep the law. Paul writes about grace, about learning from Christ, about 

suffering and also about joy. The letter was written during Paul’s imprisonment in Rome (about 

61 AD.) 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 Phil. 2:1-11 Learning humility from Christ’s example. 

 Phil. 2:12-18 Bringing light into the world. 

 Phil. 3:12 – 4:1 The joy of persisting in faithfulness. 

 

  

Colossians 

The city of Colossae was located about 100 miles east of Ephesus. It was not a city that Paul 

had ever visited. Many of the believers there had been Gentiles and some had previously had 

strange religious ideas. A man named Epaphras had preached the good news to them. He later 

ended up being in jail with Paul in Rome and Paul writes to the Colossians during his time of 

imprisonment in Rome in about 60 AD. 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 Col. 2:6-19 What it means to belong to Jesus Christ. 

 Col. 2:20 – 3:11 Experiencing this new life in Jesus Christ. 
 Col. 3:18 – 4:6 Rules for Christian living. 

  

 

1 and 2 Thessalonians 

Thessalonica was an important city in Greece in which Paul had started a church. Many of the 

people there had worshipped idols before they came to believe in Christ. Some who had 

opposed Paul in Thessalonica stirred up trouble and forced him to leave (Acts 17:1-8). However, 

Paul stayed in touch with them through Timothy who visited them on his behalf. Though things 

were going relatively well there were difficulties. Some there took a special interest in the 

teaching concerning the return of Christ. Some people decided to stop working because the 

Lord was going to return soon and there were some who were concerned about relatives and 

friends who had died  before Christ`s return. Both letters were probably written within the span of 

a single year (51 – 52 AD). 
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         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 1 Thess. 1:1-10 Paul commends them for their faith and example. 

 1 Thess. 4:1-12 What pleases God. 

 1 Thess. 4:13 –5:11 About the return of Christ. 

 2Thess. 1:1-12 Blessing and judgement. 

 2 Thess. 2:13-3:5 Faithfulness and prayer. 

 2 Thess. 3:6-15 A warning about laziness. 

  

 

1 and 2 Timothy 

These two letters and the one to Titus are sometimes referred to as the pastoral epistles. They 

were not written to churches but to individuals Paul was mentoring as they engaged in Christian 

missionary work. Timothy was a young convert from Lystra (Acts 16:1-3) who ended up 

travelling with Paul and also doing missionary work on his own. From the things that Paul has to 

say to Timothy and Titus we learn a lot about the issues that they had to deal with in the church. 

The first letter to Timothy was written around 63-65 AD. The second letter is perhaps the last 

letter that Paul wrote that is included in the New Testament – being written in 67 or 68 AD just 

before Paul`s death.  

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 1 Tim. 1:1-11 A warning about false teachers. 

 1 Tim. 1:12-20 An expression of gratitude for God`s grace. 

 1Tim. 3:1-13 Selecting appropriate congregational leaders. 

 1 Tim. 4:6-16 Advice about Timothy`s own spiritual health. 

 2 Tim. 1:1-18 Paul encourages Timothy in the work of ministry. 

 2 Tim. 2:14-26 More advice about faithful service. 

 2 Tim. 3:10-4:8 Paul`s final advice and farewell. 

  

 

Titus 

Titus worked with Paul in Asia Minor and Greece. This letter was also written about 63-65 AD. 

         Passage                Paul’s Theme or Context 

 Titus 1:1-16 Titus is assigned to missionary work in Crete. 

 Titus 2:1-15 Advice on how to work with different groups of people. 

 Titus 3:1-10 Respect for authorities and teachings about gracious conduct. 

  

 

Philemon 

This is the shortest of Paul`s letters and is a completely personal one. Philemon was a wealthy 

slave owner and a resident of Colossae. One of Philemon’s slaves named Onesimus had run 

away from his master and made his way to Rome. In Rome, Onesimus encounters Paul and is 

converted. Paul is now sending Onesimus back to his master. This letter is Paul`s appeal to 

Philemon to accept his runaway slave back without punishment. The letter, and the way that 

Paul appeals to Philemon, is a wonderful demonstration of grace. Read this letter and think 

about how grace must impact every facet of our lives. 

 


